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Protecting Our Guardians

  428 Park Avenue Birmingham, AL  35226 Tel: 205/823-2698 Email:protecting.our.guardians@charter.net
October 22, 2005

ADVANCE \d4Dear Congressman Bachus:
The Biodefense and Pandemic Vaccine and Drug Development Act, S. 1873, which recently passed through the Senate HELP Committee, contains four specific areas with potential for harmful effects on American citizens, both military members and their families, the very constituents that you are so diligently trying to protect. We thought you would appreciate this information outlining our concerns regarding liability, judgment, economics and implementation, as listed below. Our association, Protecting Our Guardians, is a 501c4, non-profit, military family advocacy group focused on protecting military members from the hazardous anthrax vaccine so that they are healthy and able to protect our country. Thank you for your diligence in providing sound legislation to protect the safety and health of Americans. Please do not hesitate to contact anyone of us with questions. We appreciate your service.










1. Liability.  This Act would free pharmaceutical and biologics companies of liability.  These companies would be given the gift of indemnity for their products.  When someone is harmed or killed by a new biodefense vaccine, they will not be able to hold the company accountable.  This approach has been repeatedly tried before and has failed.  For example, Bioport was granted indemnity for its anthrax vaccine and given large sums of money.  The FDA has documented 4,136 adverse reactions reported, and 16 deaths just since 2000, from this anthrax vaccine in a report dated Dec. 22, 2004.  The FDA also closed Bioport after it failed 4 separate inspections.  The FDA also discovered a contaminant, squalene, in all of Bioport's  lots of vaccine that were tested.  Its product has led to injury, death, and distrust within our military community.  After more than seven years of  tragedies, Bioport has still not been held accountable for its poor product.  

Another example, was when the approval of new drugs was sped up under the first Bush administration, and we saw an increase in citizens injured and killed by those new products.  Dr. David Graham testified to this before Congress at length, citing Celebrex and Vioxx and other new drugs that had been proven dangerous but were ignored in the interest of speed and convenience.  It was revealed that frequently doctors with financial stakes in such products are allowed to vote on what is supposed to be an objective FDA committee/s.  The companies also did not follow through with safety reports of how the drug performed once it was put out into the market as they were legally bound to do.  When the responsibility for safety and evaluation of new drugs is left in the hands of the companies and those who have a direct interest in the product's success, the consumers inevitably suffer the severe health consequences.  We are already giving these companies financial incentives to develop these vaccines.  Let us continue to  maintain our traditional  judicial and compensatory consequences if the product proves more harmful than good.  Please do not permit a repeat of past errors and free these pharmaceutical companies of liability.

2. Judgement.  This Act would take the authority out of the hands of our courts, and place the judgement of any guilt or wrongdoing in the hands of a single person in HHS.  When someone has been disabled or killed by a drug, they have always gone to the courts for justice.  In a Capitalistic country like ours, profits are critical.  The best recourse a victim can take is to receive financial compensation when they are wantonly or negligently harmed by a product.  This system of government has worked well for our country.  To take judicial powers out of the courtroom and put them in the hands of a single person is extremely dangerous.  It throws off our system of checks and balances between the judicial, legislative, and executive branches of government.  It turns democracy into autocracy and despotism.  It denies citizens their rights to a fair trial by a jury of their peers.  Please close this loophole before great harm is done to our country's democratic process and American lives.

3. Economics.  This Act would pour a massive amount of taxpayers' money into development of new biovaccines.   While citizens desire protection from these biological threats, it is not scientifically possible to give it to them no matter how much money is spent to that end.  Due to advancements in genetic engineering, a bioweapon can be altered with a new strain of bacillus or virus to render our newly developed vaccines useless.  This is basic science.  Our vaccine stockpiles would be powerless to protect us.  Our country's relatively new pharmaceutical and biologics companies are limited in what they can realistically offer to us at such great expense to our mounting deficit.  The best protection for our citizens is to have excellent intelligence on our enemies and eliminate them before they strike.

4. Implementation.  It is unclear how these newly developed, minimally tested, products will be marketed.  It is imperative that measures be taken to preserve people’s right to voluntary and informed consent, including military members.  The marketing of these biodefense products should be grounded in our traditional system of Capitalistic supply and demand.  Drug companies must claim responsibility for the marketing of these products so that we do not blindly walk down a slippery path towards mandatory vaccinations for our military members, first-responders, or citizens.  Their profits must depend on the quality of their product, and stringent standards must be followed to ensure that quality.  Otherwise safety will be compromised, and innocent people will suffer as shown above.  It is another fact of science that a blanket approach to medicine is futile.  A single drug or medicine will not work for everyone because of numerous differences in people's individual immune systems.  If a drug is ever made mandatory or compulsory, there are those who will suffer side-effects and worse from it.  Please place protections in this Act for citizens and military members to receive biovaccines and the like on a strictly voluntary basis.

Protecting Our Guardians greatly appreciates your attention to these serious matters of concern as S. 1873 and the Bioshield II Act move through the Senate and on to the House.   

Most sincerely,

//signed//

Marguerite M. Armistead

Protecting Our Guardians, President

Lt. Col. Redmond Handy, Ret., Vice President

Elaine Wood, Secretary

Elaine Clinton, Treasurer

P.O.G. - "Protecting Our Troops So They Can Protect Us"


